
We will soon be ending one
year and beginning another year
on two separate calendar
systems, one ecclesial, the other
secular, and both will have a
great impact and influence on
our lives. The Ecclesial or
Church Calendar will introduce
us to Cycle A of the liturgical
celebrations. It will also remind
us to prepare for coming
celebrations in our local
parishes, such as: Baptisms, First
Confessions, First Communions,
Confirmations, Weddings and
other sacramental events that is

very special to each parish and especially to certain families and
individuals. These special events may be anniversaries, blessing of
new churches, festivals, concerts, retreats and a variety of Para
liturgical services that are unique to individual parish communities.
The civil calendar will remind us of the various secular events that
each parish sponsors such as social gatherings, fundraisers or
community projects that are either sponsored by the parish or
through their involvement in local community events.

The activities that each parish includes in their annual calendar
of events are good indicators of the life and vibrancy of each
community. They demonstrate how active and or progressive the
parish tends to be. They also show whether a parish may be growing
or declining in membership and where its goals of mission and
evangelism should be leading them. If a local church has little or
no vision for the future, it will in time become stagnant and its
members will soon lose interest in attending or supporting that
church. Even a small group of dedicated believers can cause things
to happen so that a spark of life can once again be enkindled in the
hearts, minds and lives of the current members.

Jesus reminds us in St. Matthew’s Gospel (18:19-20) not to be
afraid to act in His name: “I say to you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by
my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.” Many of our existing parishes began
with a small cluster of believers who met and prayed for the
guidance of the Holy Spirit to help them organize a parish. They
succeeded in realizing their goal through their prayers, because
God was with them and His will prevailed in their efforts to create
a parish community.

In this day and age when parish membership is dwindling,
many smaller congregations, and the ability to financially make
ends meet is almost impossible; the easiest solution that many take
is to dissolve the parish and merge with a neighboring congregation.
That is called “attrition” - the loss of personnel in an organization
due to dwindling membership. It is not always the best and final
solution. A parish can revert to a mission status and have a visiting
priest or deacon administer to the spiritual needs of the group. This
gives them the opportunity to heal their problems and regroup in
order to find new ways of becoming a viable parish community

once again. It takes dedication, sacrifice and a lot of prayer to make
it work, but it can be done if those involved in the reorganization
are willing to trust in the Lord and do all in the Name of Jesus
Christ, who will always be in their midst to answer their prayers.

So, as we come to the end of the church (ecclesial) calendar year
and the end of the civil (secular) calendar year, we have to ask
ourselves: Where do we stand as a Parish Church, and what have
we done personally to allow this situation to happen? Is our parish
growing or declining in membership? How have we encouraged
our own family and friends to consider membership in our parish?
Is attendance at Mass increasing because of our regular and active
participation and the encouragement of others to do likewise; or
is it decreasing because we do not attend regularly? Do we practice
a form of stewardship, pledging, fair share giving or tithing to
support the financial burdens of the church and its programs? Some
members leave that up to other members and give as little as
possible with the excuse that we can’t afford anymore. Do we see
to it that our children and youth regularly attend the School of
Christian Living and catechetical instructions, and do we participate
in adult Bible Classes?

We could go on about many other activities that we neglect to
support including the joining the church organizations that are
pillars of spiritual and financial sustenance to the life of the parish.
We, all of us together - the young and the old, the working and the
retired - are the Church, working, sharing, praying and building
God’s Kingdom here on earth.

The years are ending soon and what have we to say about our
own personal responsibilities regarding the future of our individual
parishes? At your coming annual congregational meetings, let these
items be put on the agenda of new business for the parish’s future.
All of these items need to be addressed, and we all need to give
our input and ideas in discussing them in order to find answers to
our mutual problems. We all need to think about offering more of
our time, our talent and our treasure, as well as our regular
participation in Mass and the Sacraments to make the necessary
changes that may need to be considered.

Parish churches of various denominations, large and small alike,
are closing all around us. We don’t need to follow them in failure,
but we can become the guiding light and inspirational motivation
that can help to find the new energy, the new spirit and the desire
to remain open and be able to grow in the process. If we rely on
God and seek His help in faith through fervent prayer, then, as
Jesus reminds us in the Scriptures (Matthew 18:20b-21) “If you have
faith of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘move from here
to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” Faith
was the foundation that our forefathers built on and faith must be
our foundation for the future, for without faith, we can do nothing.
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On September 8 and 9, the third annual Dozynki
Harvest Festival was held at the Holy Mother of the
Rosary Cathedral in Lancaster, NY. Once again, a
beautiful display of Polish culture was brought to the
cathedral grounds for all to enjoy. A plethora of
expositors and folk artists were present and put
together impressive arrangements from their areas
of mastery.

The Dozynki Festival, a traditional celebration
originating in the time of polytheism represents the
conclusion of a successful harvest season. Many rituals
exist in accordance with this event such as the
honoring of the greatest harvesters, who wore crowns
of wheat and rye while the blessing of the harvest
wreath took place. Following the ceremony, the female
harvester would share a dance with the lord of the
manor and soon after, the merriment would begin.
Dancing and singing of songs indigenous to the region
in which the Dozynki was taking place would be
performed throughout. This rich tradition set the
stage for a weekend brimming with amusement and
the spread of knowledge thanks to those who came
willing to enlighten us.

Upon entering the festival gates, the public was
greeted with merchants of Polish goods including
amber jewelry, pottery, dolls and more as well as
popular foods such as pierogi, golabki, and kielbasa.
The sights and sounds, however, continued while
following the path to the classroom area where folk
artists shared their crafts. Judy Krauza, Barbara
Frankiewicz and Scrimshaw artist Arthur Werner
presented the art of Szopka to festival goers. Along
with the display of multiple Christmas Mangers, an
accompaniment in the form of a history lesson was
made available by these intelligent individuals who
taught us about the detailed process in which Szopki
have been created for hundreds of years. Across the
way, local artist Conrad Borucki featured his majestic
artwork of both landscape and life while at the same
time, busy at work on a new piece that will be

Third Annual Polish Harvest Festival - Dozynki
Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral, Lancaster, NY

Marcia Zgoda and Father Spencer

Dozynki Polish Heritage Dancers

Szopka Krakowska
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Farmers Market - Harvest Festival

dedicated to the Cathedral upon it’s completion. A
feeling of excitement flourished as movement
continued into the final stretch of the festivities.

Immediately outdoors, a children’s area held games
of skill for the youngest members in attendance as
well as a farmer’s market complete with fresh produce
and a dessert table which sold popular Polish items
such as  chrusciki, placek, and nalesniki which were
prepared by the Polish Heritage Dancers of WNY
and friends. The dancers also participated in the
festival by way of performance on both Saturday and
Sunday between the sounds of polka presented by
City Side, the Bedrock Boys and Phocus. On the same
note, wonderful music was available to be heard in
the Cathedral on Sunday afternoon as well. Vocalist
Mary Beth Wrobel, Organist Nelson Koeppel and
Violinist Alan Reed worked together to create an
unbelievable trio of ear pleasing sounds that were
unanimously enjoyed. Following the performance
that left so many awestruck, the day began to slowly
wind down.

For the third year in a row, a fantastic display of
culture has been presented and despite the poor
weather conditions the turnout did not suffer. Over
2,000 people joined us to celebrate a heritage that
deserves to be commemorated in a way such as this.
For such an event to be brought to life a staff of
dedicated individuals must be present and it is
obvious that this was the case. A year of preparation
was indeed worth the wonderful outcome and
hopefully we will be able to see yet another successful
Dozynki Harvest Festival in 2008.

By Coreen Lasek

Polish Heritage Dancers

Nelson Koeppel, Marybeth Wrobel and Alan Reed

•
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Lend a Hand -
Lift a Heart

The result: Sarah & Morgan using the slide in the Irishtown Playground.

On Thursday, July 19, 2007 over 275 volunteers
descended upon a rain soaked and muddy piece of
property owned by Carnegie Borough - one block
away from All Saints Polish National Catholic Church
- and in less than 8 hours it was transformed into a
beautiful playground. It was a dream come true for
the families in the Irishtown neighborhood of Carnegie
which All Saints is a vibrant member.

The plan for the playground began months earlier
when Fr. Rick Seiler, Jr., pastor of All Saints and his
wife Karen joined the Carnegie Action Network and
became members of the Blight to Beautification Com-
mittee. This was to continue the effort to renew the
Irishtown neighborhood as well as all of Carnegie
from the aftermath of Hurricane Ivan in September
of 2004.

A grant application was written by Leigh White, a
member of the committee, and Pastor Andrew Clark
of Adventist Community Services and was submitted
to KaBoom, an organization which is committed to
building playgrounds for communities.

While the application was being considered the
committee recruited families in the Irishtown neigh-
borhood and met to begin planning, in the event the
grant application was approved.

The application was approved with our major
funding partner being Home Depot. However, we
were given only eight weeks to plan the playground
as well as raise $10,000.00 as our commitment to
support the playground and care for it. With the input
and beautiful drawings of neighborhood children we
were able to come up with various designs for the
playground and community members solicited do-
nations.

The parish community of All Saints played a vital
role in the building of the playground. Parish chair-
man, Jeff Hohn, volunteered to be the Construction
Coordinator; Fr. Rick volunteered to be the Logistics
Coordinator, and Karen Seiler volunteered to be Food
Coordinator, responsible for providing breakfast and
lunch for all of the volunteers.

The building of the Irishtown Playground would
not have been possible without the cooperation of so
many people. The Borough of Carnegie, Greater
Chartiers Valley Community Outreach which donated
$5,000.00, and which Fr. Rick is a member, Adventist
Community Services, Carnegie Action Network, the
families of Irishtown and All Saints.

In the beginning was a mud hole.

Then the hard work began.

Parishioners - Jen Schall, Mary Ann Kiska, Dee Sutton, & Deb Talerico
working the food serving line.continued on page 5
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Holy Mother of the Rosary Handbell Workshop
On Saturday, October 20, the Church Musicians

Guild sponsored a handbell workshop for bell choir
members of Western New York. Participants came
from several churches to learn, and or polish their
techniques with the help of Janice and Thomas Peters
and Diane Dick. Each clinician held a separate and
very difficult session. Sometimes it’s good to step
back and take another look when you have been
doing something for a while. Just talking about the
angle of the bell, the motion of your arm, wrist posi-
tion, everything you do to make a bell ring! Anyone
can ring a bell, but if you want it to sound like music,
you have to know some different techniques. The
change in volume, effects of different ways to “damp”
(stop the sound), hitting a note together, using mallets,

that’s what makes it music! We also played rhythm
games and enjoyed the fellowship of other ringers.
Now we can take these techniques back to Tuesday
night practice as we start our second decade.

Sunday, October 21, 2007 we celebrated the 10th
anniversary of the Cathedral Chime/Bell Choir. Bish-
op Peplowski blessed our new robes and thanked
Jane Kubacki for her dedication to the music ministry.
The harmonia Choir sang “Dedication” a song about
bells as music ministry, while the Bell Choir played.
We also debuted a new piece that was commissioned
just for the occasion called “Mary Beloved Mother”
a medley combining Ave Maria, and Serdeczna Matko.

After mass we enjoyed a delicious spaghetti dinner
sponsored by the MK Society.              Donna Spencer

Bell Choir 10th Anniversary New Robes Spaghetti Dinner kitchen help

Feeding over 275 volunteers at All Saints. Fr. Rick & Pastor Clark set their sights on the new playground.

The parishioners of All Saints were truly the light
of Christ to their Irishtown neighbors. They raised
over $l,700.00 which assisted in the building of the
playground and the purchasing of food for the vol-
unteers. Over 25 parishioners assisted in the feeding
of the volunteers in the parish Banquet Hall. Other
parishioners took a vacation day from work so that
they could assist in building the playground. What
a witness to the Carnegie community, of a Christian

community so willing to assist their neighbors and
be there for them.

Each person who volunteered to help in the Irish-
town Playground project was given a token of appre-
ciation by Fr. Rick and Karen which summed up the
feeling of the day. It was a round four inch magnet.
In the center of the magnet was a hand holding a
heart. Written around the outside of the magnet were
the words: Lend A Hand - Lift A Heart.

continued from page 4
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On Friday evening, May 4, 2007 All Saints PNCC,

Carnegie, PA hosted the "Word & Music" concert.

"Word & Music" is  a "ministry of hope"

accomplished through the preaching of Fr. Mark

Niznik and the musical talents of Norman Lee

accompanied by Tracy Collins, all of St. Paul's

PNCC in Belleview, FL. Fr. Mark brought his gift

for preaching and his background as a stand-up

comedian to uplift and motivate the audience, Tracy

Collins performed splendidly on the keyboard, and

renowned recording artist, Norman Lee, showcased

his vocal talent.

The spring day was so warm and bright that the

windows of the church were pushed open. As the

sound equipment was delivered and one looked

around the sanctuary, I couldn't help but wonder

what the statues of St. Peter and St. Paul would

say about the commotion if they could speak. Up

to this day, Saints Peter and Paul occupied their

niches on a very traditional white, gold trimmed,

reredos (altar) where for the most part they had

"heard" only organ selections and choir renditions

of traditional hymns. Now they were "seeing"

microphones, huge amplifiers, and a soundboard.

It must have seemed quite disconcerting to them

at first. Surely they didn't know what to expect.

In addition to the hustle and bustle in the church,

volunteers were busy next door at the banquet hall

preparing food, beverages, and dessert for the

reception to follow the concert.

The audience began to arrive around 6:30 PM.

Saints Peter and Paul happily recognized

parishioners and other Polish National Catholics

from neighboring parishes. At the same time, came

other people from the community and from the

The Word and Music Concert

Fr. Mike, Bishop John, Fr. Rick, Fr. Mark & Pastor Beth praise the Lord.

Tracy Collins on keyboard.

continued on page 7
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Fr. Rick welcomes all to the Word and Music Concert.Fr. Mark proclaims the Word of the Lord.

tri-state area. People of varying ages, different races,

creeds and ethnic backgrounds had all come

together to witness this nontraditional ministry in

a very traditional setting.

The pastor of All Saints, Fr. Rick Seiler, introduced

Fr. Mark, Norman Lee, and Tracy Collins to a full

house - House of God to be specific. As Fr. Mark

began to preach and Norman opened with his first

song, the stained glass windows vibrated and the

chandeliers jingled. The audience not only

WITNESSED this contemporary style of ministry,

they EXPERIENCED it. The presence of the Holy

Spirit was seen, felt, and heard not only by the

images of the saints on the altar and those in

attendance, but by some in the neighborhood as

the words and music exploded out of the open

windows. Laughter, tears, singing, and clapping

filled the sanctuary. Hearts were moved, spirits

lifted, and minds were enlightened.

Special thanks are extended to Fr. Mark Niznik,

Norman Lee, Tracy Collins, Fr. Rick and Karen

Seiler for arranging the evening, to Dolores

Robinson and Louise Bugna for selling admission

tickets, to parish chairman Jeffrey Hohn for

chauffeuring our guests and lending his muscles

to setting-up and tearing down the equipment, to

the cookie bakers, to Dee Sutton, Helen Stanislaw,

and all the other kitchen and beverage servers, to

the setup and cleanup volunteers and to all who

continued from page 6

continued on page 8
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Lilly, PA

Norman Lee sings praise to the Lord.

attended and gave of their time, talent, or treasure

to make this a successful event.

As for Saints Peter and Paul, they remain content

in their niches on the altar in their traditional

church, but they "smile" when they remember the

vibrant "Word & Music" concert and look forward

to future services that mix the beauty of tradition

and the contemporary sounds of the "ministry of

hope" introduced to them by Fr. Mark Niznik, Tracy

Collins, and Norman Lee.

Submitted by,
Debbie Ratajack

continued from page 7
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Greetings once again from Lilly! The mountains
are alive with color. We welcome Fall.

July was a busy month preparing for the big
“Polishfest”. We met almost every week, preparing
haluszki and golabki. Thanks to all who volunteered
at these get-togethers. It rained during our
Polishfest, but it did not dampen our spirits. New
to the festival was a Dime Pitch and Christmas in
August. Both booths did quite well. The bands
played during the storm. They included a Gospel
group, a lively Polka Band and a Country Group.
Plenty of food was available and our men did a
nice job with the chicken BBQ. Children’s booths
included a Fish Pond, Bag Toss and Face Painting.

This was a huge undertaking and we depend on
volunteers for setup and clean up. We thank all
who helped. A week after the festival, we sponsored
a Garage Sale. We extended our pavilion with a
concrete floor and roof. A great job was done and
we are happy to have this much needed addition.

In September we held the Second Annual Neil
Waksmunski Poker Run. Neil was the son of Francis
and Diane Waksmunski. He died last May in an
auto accident. The Run started at Portage High
School and had four stops along the way. The last
stop was at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
Approximately 160 bikers participated. After the
Run, the bikers were served a dinner made up of

continued on page 9
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Francis & Diane Waksmunski & Fr. Ramzi Musallam at the
2nd Annual Neil Waksmunski Memorial Poker Run, held at

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Llly, PA.

Diane Waksmunski and her co-workers who participated in the 2nd Annual Neil Waksmunski Memorial Poker Run.

The second “Neil Waksmunski” Memorial Poker Run was held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Lilly, PA September 15th. Neil was the son of
Diane & Francis Waksmunski. The run was once again a fantastic success. Motorcycles and cars filled the parking lot with overflow into

the other lots. Neil would have been pleased at the turnout; he was always ready to help others in need. Six worthy charities benefited from
the efforts of Neil’s parents.

continued from page 8

continued on page 10

a variety of foods and beverages. A Chinese Auction
was held in which most of the gifts were donated
by local businesses. Diane made them up into gift
baskets. This event was a success due to the
donations made by many people who attend. Diane
and Francis donated the proceeds to six different
charities.

On August 31, Christine Castel and Donald
Goughnour were joined in Holy Matrimony by
Father Ramzi Musallam. The ceremony took place
in the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church which
was beautifully decorated for the occasion. We wish
the newlyweds God’s eternal blessings.

We also extend our sympathy to the Siedlarczyk
Family whose mother recently passed away. Helen
Siedlarczyk was a wonderful person, always
smiling. May God receive her into the eternal
kingdom of heaven.



10 DIOCESAN NEWSLETTER

continued from page 9

The side altar at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Lilly has been devoted
to Mary during the month of October. All Fall colors have

been used to adorn the altar.

Once again, Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Lilly, had a great Polish Picnic.
The ticket booth was quite busy all day. Here are some of the many

volunteers who helped us with our fun day: Abby Bono, Patrick Podrasky
(showing off the expertise of the face painting team), Ally Bono,

Ursula & Sarah McConnell.

Another special event at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Lilly.
Christine (Castel) & Donald Goughnour exchanged their vows on

August 31st during the nuptial Mass celebrated by Fr. Ramzi Musallam.

Gerry Siedlarczyk, a member of our parish, was
recently featured in the Baltimore City Police
recruiting advertisement. He also appeared in a
television commercial on Channel 2 News in
Baltimore. He has completed 22 years of service
with the police department, and we congratulate
Gerry for his dedication.

Our parish took part in the Cresson Heritage Day

which was held in Cresson, PA, October 6 and 7.
Our booth was set up on Friday evening and we
served funnel cakes all weekend. On Sunday, we
also served a Stuffed Pepper Dinner. Our booth
was very successful, we were busy all weekend.
We wish to thank all volunteers who gave of their
time to make this a great success. So much work,
but with many hands, it was much easier.
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“Two First Time Fund-Raisers - A Big Success!”
Holy Cross Parish, Johnstown, PA

Boy, can you believe the Summertime season was

here and gone already! Father Paul Zommerfeld and

some of the parishioners have been so busy all

Summer making Polish food that I think we could

do it in our sleep. How I wish we could!

Our fourth year of doing the Portage Summerfest

was held on August 11 and 12, and what a beautiful

weekend the dear Lord gave us - hot weather and

lots of people. We had two food booths, and another

one called "Christmas in August" - which is always

a big hit. Buying a package for whatever gender you

are, and then opening it to see what you got. The

children are the most fun to watch. The fireworks

display that is held on Saturday night is one of the

biggest and best around in this area, and paid for by

the local businesses.

The three day Labor Day weekend at St. Michael's

Festival kept us busy again, and the couple thousand

of golabki that we made were all gone by early

afternoon on Labor Day. This was a first time for us

at this festival and people told us how glad they were

to get some good Polish made "pigs in the blanket."

The following weekend we held our first time bingo

at the Richland Fire Hall. We will do this every second

Sunday of the month, and we thank the fire company

for selecting us and giving us at Holy Cross a chance

to make this fund-raiser a big success. Everyone sure

worked hard that day, but the nice compliments made

us feel really special. Father Paul was given praise

for the good bingo he ran. He ran his legs off selling

the tickets and we invited him to do it all over again

come October 14th, but he better get some roller

skates.

continued on page 12
Frank Szczechowicz (vice-chairman) and wife Barbie

checking out the pigs at the St. Michael’s Festival.

Dorothy Scarton cooking pigs in Andy Yourich’s commercial kitchen
for our festival. Andy is the good friend of Frank Szczechowicz and we
thank him for his generosity and being so close to the festival grounds.
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Helen Gembinski sitting down on the job. Just kidding, she is
a very hard and faithful worker, taking a break.

continued from page 11

continued on page 13
Paul Cool, Oh, I mean Father Paul in his sunglasses,

while Helen Kwiatkowski leans to get out of his way. Sorry Helen!

Food and refreshments were served and food

coupons were donated by local business managers

to give as some of the prizes. Having bingo was

another idea that came from our pastor, Father Paul,

as a means of bringing in funds for our new church

building. He always has his thinking cap on as to

what we need to do next.

Our monthly dinner for September was roast turkey

with all the trimmings. People look forward to this

good meal. Especially for the homemade pumpkin

and apple pies that the women make.

Our neighbors, Father Bernard and the parishioners

from St. Ann's Roman Catholic Parish invited some

of our parishioners to an appreciation dinner which

consisted of spaghetti and meat balls, salad, French

bread, sherbet and refreshments on September 23.

This was to say thank you for the help we gave them

whenever they need something. We work together

as all churches should do. The dinner was delicious

and Father Paul didn't have to cook that day. Not a

Sunday goes by that we don't have something to do

or somewhere to go.

The first weekend of October had us involved in

the Heritage Festival Days at Cresson, PA. This was

our third year there and again we were blessed with

beautiful warm, sunny weather. Usually it is cold,

rainy or even snowing. Here again we did our Polish

food items, and we were told we had the best pierogi

there. Haluszki and golabki were also popular sales

items in our booth.

We are planning another big bus trip to the Seneca

Casino in New York State on October 19th. Two lucky

people won free bus trip tickets which were donated

by Father Paul. Helen Lear from Holy Cross and

Jackie Laskowsky from St. Barbara's Parish were the

lucky winners.
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continued from page 12

Helen Lear in the men’s bathroom cleaning.
Boy, what a job! Is this a promotion?

Our new sign erected at the cemetery of Holy Cross Parish in Johnstown, PA.

We are also looking forward to attending the

SAMBS Religious Forum that will be held at Holy

Trinity Parish, Washington, PA on Sunday, October

21. This is always a wonderful event that someday

we hope to sponsor in our new church complex.

A new sign has been recently erected at Holy Cross

Parish Cemetery. We thank Father Paul and all who

funded and helped erect this new sign to make this

another successful project.

Well, the leaves are changing colors and starting

to fall as it's getting colder here in these Pennsylvania

hills, so we know what's coming shortly. As long as

we have a warm heart and love one another, the dear

Lord will take care of us. God Bless!

Barbie Szczechowicz
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Greetings from St. Michael the Archangel PNCC

in Niagara Falls, NY. Our Church parishioners have

been very generous in supporting our missionary

work and in helping our community. During the

past year, $450.00 and many boxes of nonperishable

groceries were donated to Heart, Love and Soul

Food Pantry and $125.00 was donated to

Community Missions to help the poor and needy

of our community. Blake Kenney, a 4 year old

grandson and nephew of two of our Church

Parishioners, was diagnosed with cancer on

Christmas Day. Our Church family donated $700.00

and a basket of goodies to a fundraiser held to help

defray his medical expenses. A huge basket of

goodies was also donated to Opportunities

Unlimited, an organization that supports

handicapped adults in our community.

Our weekly Bingo games help support our

Church. We have a wonderful group of dedicated

workers that are greatly appreciated. Our Parish

hosts a dinner every year to thank our Bingo

workers.

Congratulations to Lorraine and Victor Stopa

who celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary on

September 19th. Out-of-town parishioners, Rose

Gancasz and Eleanor Gebczyk who have recently

been ill, have supported our Parish for many years.

We wish them and our other ill members good

health and God’s Blessings.

Our Pastor, Very Rev. Francis Kadryna, had

surgery recently and we wish him well. He will be

Deacon Richard Golaszewski presenting a check to Donald Luce
of Community Missions.

St. Michael the Archangel’s Sanctuary.

St. Michael the Archangel PNCC
Niagara Falls, New York

continued on page 15
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St. Michael’s Bingo Workers: Left to right: Florence Parkes,
Janice Redmond, Harry Reynolds, Joan Veyksner and

Patricia Barber selling Bingo boards and specials.

St. Michael’s Chapel.

continued from page 14

celebrating his 29th anniversary into the Priesthood

this October 20th. Deacon Richard Golaszewski

visits and/or telephones our sick parishioners

regularly, works at our weekly bingo games, plays

organ at our Church Masses until we find a

permanent church organist and assists whenever

he is needed.

Each Sunday morning we have a Rosary for Peace

in which we recite the rosary for peace in the world

and for the safety of our brothers and sisters who

serve in the armed forces.

St. Michael’s has a Church advertisement in our

local newspaper every week and our web address

is www.saintmichaelncc.org

Respectfully, Betty A. Golaszewski

This picture shows some of St. Michael’s Bingo Supporters.
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Truth Struggle

Work

Nov. 6 Election Day - vote for your own choice of
candidates.

Nov. 10 50th Anniversary celebration of the Cathedral
Youth Club

Nov. 11 Confirmation at Holy Trinity Parish, New
Castle, PA at 9 AM

Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Day Mass - check local parish
schedules

Nov. 24 Advent Retreat will be held at Holy Mother
of the Rosary Cathedral. It will begin with
Mass at 9 AM. Open to all.

Dec. 9 Advent/Christmas Evensong & Concert -
Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral - 3 PM

Dec. 31 Solemnity of Humble Shepherds - A Special
Offering will be taken for the support of the
Seminary

Jan. 5 District 4 PNU - Children’s Christmas Party
will be held at 1 PM in the Bishop Peplowski
Parish Center, Lancaster, NY

Jan. 27 Music Scholarship Sunday - Offering taken
in every Parish for the Support of the Music
Program of the Church

Note from
the Diocesan Treasurer

The 10th Diocesan Synod is scheduled to be held
September 25, 26 & 27, 2008 at All Saints Parish, Carnegie,
PA. In order for a Parish to qualify for delegates to the
Synod, the annual financial obligations to the General
Church and Diocese must be current, that is, paid in full
by February 15, 2008. We remind Parish Committees to
make sure that their Parish’s financial obligations are
current.

Norman Glowka, Treasurer

From the Office of the Bishop
The Annual Reports of every Parish and Mission of the

Diocese will soon be due. We ask that they be sent as soon as
they are available to the Chancery. The list of Parish Committee
Officers (with address and telephone numbers) who will be
elected to office for the year 2008 are also to be sent to the
Chancery for approval.

The Very Rev. Leonard Koshinski had been placed on a
Sabbatical Leave on Saturday, August 18, 2007. On Monday,
October 22, 2007, the Sabbatical Leave has been rescinded and
he is now suspended from all activities as a priest of the
Buffalo/Pittsburgh Diocese of the Polish National Catholic
Church.

The Rev. Father Bruce Sleczkowski has been appointed as
Administrator of Holy Family Parish, McKeesport, PA effective
August 18, 2007.

Diocesan Calendar of Events


